Expository Essay Rubric Eighth Grade Second Nine Weeks 
	Traits
	12
	8
	4
	0

	Introduction
W. 8. 2.a.
	The paper has an introduction with a hook to grab readers’ attention.  
	The introduction states the main topic and provides an overview of the paper. There is a weak hook.   
	The introduction does a poor job of introducing the paper.  There is no hook.
	The topic and main ideas are not clear. 

	Development

W.8.2.b. 
	There is one clear, well focused topic. The topic is supported by detailed and accurate information including quotations, examples, and concrete details including colors.
	There is one clear focused topic. The topic is supported somewhat by detailed information including quotations, examples,  and concrete details.
	There is a topic with some supporting information .
	There is a topic without supporting information or the topic is missing.

	Transitions
W.8.2.c. 
	The paper has appropriate and varied transitions.
	The paper has some repetitive transitions.
	The paper has very few transitions.
	 The paper does not have any transitions.

	Vocabulary
W.8.2.d.
	The author uses precise vocabulary to inform about and explain the topic. The paper has at least 3 examples of figurative language and/or alliteration (Honors-and/or parallelism and/or polysyndeton. ( Please highlight on the final copy. )
	The author uses some precise vocabulary to inform about and explain the topic. The paper has at least 2 examples of figurative language and/or alliteration (Honors-and/or parallelism and/or polysyndeton.) ( Please highlight on the final copy. )
	The author uses  very little precise vocabulary to inform about and explain the topic. The paper has at least 1 example of figurative language and/or alliteration (Honors-and/or parallelism and/or polysyndeton.) ( Please highlight on the final copy. )
	The author chooses poor and inappropriate vocabulary. The paper has no example of figurative language and/or alliteration (Honors-and/or parallelism and/or polysyndeton.) ( Please highlight on the final copy. )

	Formal Style
W.8.2.e.
	The author uses and maintains a formal style of writing. 
	The author uses and maintains a formal style of writing with few errors.
	The author uses and maintains a formal style of writing with many errors.
	The author does not maintain a formal style at all.

	Conclusion
W.8.2.f.
	The author provides a concluding statement or section that supports the information presented.
	The author provides a weak concluding statement or section that supports the information presented.
	The author provides a concluding statement or section that does not  support the information presented.
	The author does not provide a concluding statement or section. 

	Sentence Structure, Grammar., Mechanics, and Spelling
 L. 8. 2
	All sentences are well constructed and have varied structure and length.  The author makes no errors in grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling.
	Most sentences are well constructed and have varied structure and length. The author makes a few errors in grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling, but they do not interfere with understanding.
	Most sentences are well constructed, but they have a similar structure and/or length. The author makes several errors in grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling that interfere with understanding.
	Sentences sound awkward, are distractingly repetitive, or are difficult to understand. The author makes numerous errors in grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling that interfere with understanding.

	Formatting, Language, Length
L. 8. 2

	Paragraphs are the proper length. / Paragraphs are indented. Regular – Paper is between 375-425 words.  Honors – Paper is between 450-550 words.
	Paragraphs are a little bit shorter than what is required.  
	Paragraphs are short and/or not indented.
	Paragraphs are entirely too short or not indented.

	Title
	Paper has a title and is formatted and punctuated correctly.  4 pts.
	Paper has a title that is formatted and punctuated somewhat correctly.  

3 pts.
	Paper has a title that is not formatted and punctuated .  2 pts.
	Paper does not have a title. 1 pt.


Note:  The other parts of the writing process will be a quiz grade.
Student Name: ______________________    Grade: _________

           Teacher comments:

